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Introduction

Who should use this book

This workbook teaches reading and writing Dari. Though your possession of this book indicates an
interest in learning to read, it is worth noting three of the main reasons that an expatriate would
want to learn to read Dari, after learning to speak it.!

+ Reading Dari introduces the formal style of spoken Dari. This is the style heard on television
and radio, and in speeches. It is modeled closely after the written form.

« Reading Dari introduces and reinforces vocabulary that does not commonly arise in daily in-
teractions. It is particularly helpful for learning abstract vocabulary.

* Reading Dari opens up a world of new opportunities in cultural learning. Dari is a literary
language, despite currently high rates of illiteracy in Afghanistan. To be illiterate is to miss out
on what many Afghans would consider the best part of their culture.

This is a workbook intended for people who have had significant exposure to spoken Dari, and
who wish to learn to read and write. Grammar and vocabulary are not discussed, except insofar
as certain words and grammatical markers differ between formal and informal speech. Moreover,
the emphasis in this workbook is on learning through practice and repetition. The book consists
primarily of exercises to be completed, independently or with a teacher.

This book generally follows the order of the material in the book series, Let’s Become Literate
«@9b 04ilg> aSlor. This is a set of literacy books that were originally intended for Afghans, but
which are also quite helpful for expatriates. They are available from IAM’s Language Orientation
Program. A strong intuitive learner could learn to read Dari using only that book series. This work-
book can be used to complement that experience by providing additional opportunities for practice
and reinforcement.

Before using this workbook, the reader may wish to first read the related booklet, A guide for
expatriates learning to read Dari. The goal of that booklet is to provide intuition explanations and tips
for people who want to read Dari. There is some inevitable overlap in the material covered by that
booklet and this workbook, but on the whole the content is distinct. Again, a strong intuitive learner
would be fine with the Let’s Become Literate «ss9i 04ils> J3lo» series, or with that series and this
workbook. For those for whom these matters are slightly less intuitive, it is recommended also read
A guide for expatriates learning to read Dari.

The International Phonetic Alphabet

This workbook uses the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) to represent the pronunciation of Dari
words. Many expatriates in Afghanistan will have experience with the Glassman script, but in 2015
IAM decided to switch to the IPA. There is a guide to IPA transcription of Dari in Appendix B, which
shows the correspondences between IPA and Glassman script, as well as giving approximate examples
from English words, where these are available.

!These reasons are taken from the booklet, A guide for expatriates learning to read Dari, and further motivation is provided
there as well.
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The workbook follows the typical convention of written phonetically transcribed text between
square brackets; for instance, ‘dam’ is [band]. Conversely, when placing a Dari script word in the
middle of English text, it is surrounded by guillemets. The aforementioned would is written «su».
When a word is referred to, it is usually introduced with a phonetic transcription, in its written form,
and with an English translation: [band] «su» ‘dam’.

The Dari Alphabet

On the whole, Dari is not a very difficult language to learn to read. It is more difficult than learning
to read Spanish, but certainly much easier than learning to read English. While a new reader will
certainly have some adjustments to make, these are not insurmountable. The author’s experience is
that very quickly, the primary difficulty in reading will be not decoding the words and symbols, but
rather having to learn a lot of new vocabulary to get through a text. (Learning new vocabulary, of
course, is one of the main reasons for learning to read in the first place!)

The Dari alphabet was based historically on the Arabic alphabet. This is the cause of four features
of the Dari writing system that may cause difficulty for a reader who has previously only encountered
Latin script:?

+ The language is written from right-to-left, instead of from left-to-right.
+ Some of the letters connect to following letters, somewhat like a cursive script.>

« For some sounds, there are multiple possible spellings, because more letters were borrowed
from Arabic than were needed.

« For the most part, the vowels [a], [¢], and [u] are not written.

Further to the second point, we can say that letters of the Dari alphabet are either connecting or
non-connecting. A connecting letter always connects to a following letter. A non-connecting letter
never does. In the word below, the three letters «(y», «I», and «{» form the three-sound word [nan]
«OL» ‘bread’. «y»—which makes the [n] sound—is a connecting letter, so it connects to the following
«l». «l» is a non-connecting letter, so it does not connect to the next «(».

o g+ !+ =00

When a letter connects to a following letter, its shape changes somewhat. In Dari the connected
version of a letter is called the nim form, while the non-connected letter is called the pur form. We
can also refer to the initial, medial, final, and isolated forms of a letter. These terms refer to letters
occurring at the beginning, middle, or end of a word, or if it is written in isolation. Both sets of terms
will be used in this book, but the Dari terms will be preferred.

Another difficulty arises in learning to read Dari, apart from the Dari alphabet. This is the diffi-
culty in learning the formal speech style. Most expatriates in Afghanistan have experience with the
informal speech style. Written Dari reflects the formal style, i.e., the form of Dari heard in formal
situations, on television, or on the radio. For some words, the informal pronunciation can be quite
different to formal speech. Formal speech always follows the written form. When reading aloud,
formal speech is used, and it is considered a mistake to read in the informal style. So for instance,
the word for [hesab] «ulws» ‘arithmetic’ is pronounced [esab] in informal speech; when written,
the [h] must be pronounced. This is unlike English, where pronouncing an [h] in ‘honor’ or ‘honest’
would be a mistake.

The third point above is that Dari borrowed more letters from Arabic than were necessary. The
situation is that there are sounds in Arabic that a Dari speaker can’t pronounce without a lot of

2Latin script is the alphabet used to write the Latin language, which of course has subsequently been expanded and
modified to write many other languages; English is written in Latin script.
3This is not exactly like a cursive script, because not all of the letters connect.



practice. For instance «&» makes the [0] sound in Arabic (the first sound in English ‘thin’). Arabic
words with «&» that were borrowed into Dari are pronounced with an [s] instead of a [0]: [samar]
«,»3» instead of [Bamar] (meaning ‘harvest’). The same happened with the letters «kb», «b», «yo»,
«p», and «d». These letters might be pronounced in the Arabic way in special religious contexts,
but certainly not in informal speech, and even very rarely in typical formal speech. Some people
may insist to you that the Arabic pronunciations of these letters are the correct ones. Since that is a
matter of opinion, it’s best to politely agree, and continue with the Dari pronunciations.

The structure of lessons

This book divides the Dari alphabet into ten chapters. Each chapter introduces four letters. It is
recommended that you study one chapter per week. At that rate, you will finish the book in 10
weeks. If you are studying with a teacher, the teacher may want to cover one letter per week, rather
than one chapter per week. That is because in Afghan schools they study one letter per lesson.
Although that seems easier, it is better to study one chapter in one lesson. These are the reasons:

+ Let’s assume you have one reading and writing lesson per week—which is probably the best
thing to do. If you study one letter per week, it will take ten months to learn the alphabet! If
you study one chapter per week—you will finish in two and a half months.

« The pace of your lessons feeds directly into your motivation as a learner. How encouraged are
you going to be if after six months you haven’t even learned all the letters?

+ It’s possible to learn too slowly. Learning to read and write is not just about learning forty
letters. It’s also about learning the internal logic of the Dari alphabet. You’re not going to
make those connections if you go too slowly.

The lessons in this book have a simple, repetitive structure. Each lesson introduces three or four
new letters. The letter is first introduced with its name, the sound it makes, and the shapes it takes in
a word. Any oddities or idiosyncrasies of the pronunciation or usage of the letter are detailed.* Then
there is a listening/reading drill. The purpose of this drill is to teach the appearance of the letters
at various positions of the word, and to help you associate the letter with the sound that it makes.
This is followed by a writing drill. As you copy the letters, it may be helpful to say the names and/or
sounds of the letters to yourself. You do not need to think about the meaning of the words, unless
you happen to know them already.

In the listening drill, there may be letters in the words that you do not know. Don’t worry about
that: your focus should be on the letter that’s being introduced. The writing drills always use letters
that have been introduced. Elsewhere in the text, an example word might be given which uses
unfamiliar letters. This is unavoidable particularly in the early lessons. In these cases, only make
sure you know the example word and that you can identify the letter that is being introduced.

In the descriptions of letter forms there are a couple of words used in a specific sense. The
‘baseline’ is the line on which the letters sit. On a ruled sheet of paper, each line would be a baseline
for written text. The term ‘typeset’ is used to describe Dari text that comes from a computer or other
professional source, i.e., text that is not handwritten.

After the letters have all been introduced, there is often a separate section that introduces the
written forms of common words, or of some grammatical affix.

Typeset and handwritten Dari

The richness of the tradition of calligraphy in the Arabic script puts calligraphic traditions in other
scripts to shame.® Of the many calligraphic styles available, two are usually encountered in Afghani-

“Some letters are introduced over several lessons, since they make different sounds in different contexts. In this case,
only the sound pertinent to the given lecture is introduced.

SWikipedia is a reasonable starting point for learning about these scripts, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_
calligraphy.
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stan, Naskh «z.s» and Nastaliq «&ul=iui».b Naskh is almost always used in typeset text; it is the
style used in this workbook. A distinguishing feature of Naskh is that all of the letters sit on the
baseline. Nastaliq is seen on handpainted store signs, decorative covers of books, and handwriting.
It has a complex sloping shape that is harder for a beginner to read. In example (2) below the word
[muhabat] «Cuswe» ‘love’ is shown in Naskh, and in example (3) the same word is written in Nastaliq.

) W...Q
v
3)
)

The author’s experience is that Nastaliq was entirely unreadable at first, but that after about a year
of reading Naskh, reading some Nastaliq words became possible. In this workbook, only the Naskh
style is introduced.

Computer fonts are based on ornate calligraphic forms. But everyday writing does not resemble
calligraphic writing. Simplifications are always made in handwriting. For instance, in typeset Latin
text there are small decorative serifs at the tops of letters like ‘T’ and ‘h’. (You can see this more
clearly if you look at the larger text in the heading of this section.) These are not seen in handwritten
forms. There are analogous differences between everyday handwritten Dari and the calligraphic form
that is reflected in computer fonts. There can also be different letter shapes. In Latin a typeset ‘g’ has
a certain shape, which is different from the handwritten form: ‘g’. There are similar differences in
Dari. Thus, in learning the handwritten form you do not want to copy the text you see in print. It is
too difficult—and it’s not even possible if you’re only using a ballpoint pen! This book uses a simple
handwriting font to teach basic penmanship. Compare the word [muhabat] «Cus=e» ‘love’ below with
the version shown in example (2).

4) A D

This style is angular and unattractive, but appropriate for a beginner. It should not be taken as a
perfect model of written Dari. There are a number of nuances even to basic handwriting that are
difficult to represent with a font. Always defer to your teachers on matter of style.

Once you’ve learned the basics it would be worthwhile to try to improve your handwriting. (You
may want to take up calligraphy as a hobby!) The requisite ink and reed pens can be purchased for
about 100 Afs, and since all Afghans have good penmanship, anyone can be your teacher.

Shttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nastaliq_script, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naskh_script
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Chapter 1

Lesson One

This lesson introduces:
+ the four letters «I» [alef mad], «y» [re], «>» [dal], and «(» [nun]
« the distinction between connecting and non-connecting letters

« the written form of the preposition [dar] «ys» ‘in’

1.1 The letter T

—

|

«I» [alef mad] is a special letter that occurs only at the beginnings of words. It always makes the
[a] sound, as in [ard] «sl» ‘flour’. The letter is formed by a single vertical stroke, along with a hat
(which is called [mad]). Write the vertical stroke first (1), and then the hat (2).

="

.

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «I»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
1.1.mp3.

Listening Exercise 1.1

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

gl )J,5.3| Le.>| 9.‘] u‘b‘ M‘ O)l

51 [ard] ‘flour’; .47 [afpaz] ‘cook’; Uil [af] ‘noodle’; o7 [alu] ‘plum’; Ll [anha] ‘they/them’; 4l [anqadar] ‘that
kind of’; I [ab] ‘water’

Writing Exercise 1.1

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.




1.2 The letter

J

«y» [re] is the letter that makes the [r] sound, as in [rang] «SG,» ‘color’. The letter is written starting
from the baseline, curving downward and to the left. (Since we have not yet encountered a connecting
letter, practicing the “connected” form of this letter will not be very meaningful.)

Final/Medial Initial/Isolated
J J

«y» is written with a single stroke, beginning at the baseline and curving down and to the left.

J

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
1.2.mp3.

Listening Exercise 1.2

I Loy o) > ob) 09 0y

o)y [radjo] ‘radio’; oy [bura] ‘sugar’; by [rubab] ‘rabab’; ,w [sar] ‘head’; (ew) [rasmi] ‘formal’; L, [xurma]
‘date’; Iy [ra] ‘object marker’

Writing Exercise 1.2

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

J I J I J I J I F T F

J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J

1.3 The letter »




«>» [dal] is the letter that makes the [d] sound, as in [del] «Js» ‘heart’. The typeset form of this letter
has a noticeably different appearance from the handwritten form. The handwritten form starts above
the baseline, goes down and to the right, and then down and to the left. (Again, since we have not
yet encountered a connecting letter, practicing the “connected” form of this letter will not be very
meaningful.)

The writing exercise includes the word [dard] «3ys» ‘pain’. Since you now know the letters «>»
and «,», you know all of the letters in the word. This may raise a question in your mind: where’s the
[a] sound? In the middle of a word, the [a] sound is not written. If you see two consonants next to
one another, there might be an [a] sound between them.

This is not as difficult as it sounds. Generally you read words that you know. You only need to
recognize the word as it is written. «>y>» could be pronounced [drad], but it’s not, and you know
that because [drad] is not a word.! This practice of not writing [a] in the middle of a word does
mean that if you see a new word on a printed page, you’ll need to look the word up in order to be
able to pronounce it. This is a little inconvenient, but it’s true of many languages—it’s certainly true
of English!

Final/Medial Initial/Isolated

oY S

«>» is formed with two straight lines, beginning above the baseline and going down and to the right
(1), and then making a sharp turn to the left to complete the letter (2).

.

Listening Exercise 1.3

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «o»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
1.3.mp3.

£ 9,0 3) I 33,5 Cawd AV oy
ovo [dars] ‘lesson’; uw [band] ‘dam’; Cwws [dast] ‘hand’; (o, [kardan] ‘to do’; .= [bad] ‘after’; o, [rad] ‘reject’;

¢ 95 [duroy] ‘lie’

Writing Exercise 1.3
Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

S W W N W N W T N N W N N N W S W N N N1

'In fact, it’s not even a possible word. If you've been learning spoken Dari for some time, you probably know that
intuitively. That intuition will guide you as you learn new words.



5yl [ard] “flour’; sy [dard] ‘pain’

1.4 The letter

L J

@,

«O» [nun] is the letter that makes the [n] sound, as in [naw] «g¢» ‘new’. This is the first connecting
letter that we have learned. It has different shapes depending on where it occurs in a word. The nim
form occurs before a connecting letter. The pur form occurs when the letter is written in isolation,
or when it occurs at the end of the word.

When you learn a connecting letter, it is better to think of the nim form as the basic one, rather
than the pur form. Though there are better letters than «(» to illustrate this principle, the pur forms
are usually larger and easier to see. You want to train yourself to see the nim form, the one that is
harder to see.

The nim form begins shortly above the baseline, and goes down and to the left. The pur form
starts at the baseline—unlike the typeset version—and makes bowl in a clockwise direction. The
lines are made first, and then the dots. When you write an entire word, don’t stop to add the dots
until you've finished writing all the letters. This is like writing a word in cursive Latin script, and
then going back to dot your i’s and cross your t’s.

» Full e ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial
J o 4

«O» is written with a single stroke in a clockwise motion.

ko

Listening Exercise 1.4

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «(»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
1.4 .mp3.

(5w B &= 092 S (A= oL
0U [nan] ‘bread’; i=e [ma?na] ‘meaning’; .S [nest] ‘isnot’; 48s [dafen] ‘bury’; &= [pand3] ‘five’; .55 [naxajr]
‘no’;  %w [suxan] ‘speech’



Writing Exercise 1.4

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

ol [an] ‘that’; 5 [nar] ‘male’; s, [nard] ‘backgammon’

1.5 The preposition ;>

The Dari word meaning ‘in’ has a different pronunciation in formal Dari. Instead of [da], it is pro-
nounced [dar]. As you should expect from what has been said in this lesson, the word is written
« )J».

B A I A e I A e P I e e




1.6 Punctuation

Punctuation in Dari is generally similar to that of English. Sentences are ended with a full stop.
Commas and semicolons are used as they are in English, but they are rotated 180 degrees: « and «.
Similarly, a question mark is used that is the mirror image of the one used in English: §. Quotation
marks are often seen, “like this.” It is more proper, however, to use guillemets for quotations, «like
this.»

The examples below have many unfamiliar words; focus on identifying the punctuation marks.

(1) .pls Gsm sad 9« SU w3

I like apples, pears, and lemons.
2 L8y 9l ‘(:JuoT O

I came; he left.
3) sesS «edaw» |y 9

Why did he say “hello”?



Chapter 2

Lesson Two

This lesson introduces:

+ the four letters «» [alef] (when it makes the [a] sound), «w» [be], «g» [waw] (when it makes
the [w] sound), and «p» [mim]

« the written form of the object marker [ra] «/y»

2.1 The letter | pronounced as [a] and as [A]

The letter «/» [alef] has different pronunciations depending on its position in the word. At the begin-
ning of the word, it can make a vowel sound. This lesson introduces the sound [a] in that position:
[am] «el» ‘mango’. In later chapters we’ll learn the «/» can also make other sounds at the beginning
of a word as well; the reasons for this are discussed at the end of this chapter, in Section 2.7.

In the middle or end of a word, «» always makes the [A] sound, as in [bad] «sb» ‘wind’. How is
a word written if it starts with [a]? That’s right: with «I». Refer to Section 1.1 on pg. 1 for how to
draw the letter.

Final/Medial Initial /Isolated

l I

Listening Exercise 2.1

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «/»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
2.1.mp3.

NE ol sb Sl ol N 5bI

bl [anar] ‘pomegranate’; el [am] ‘mango’; | [amr] ‘command’; LI [axbar] ‘newspaper’; sbL [bad] ‘wind’; <=L?<3l
[and3am] ‘perform’; 1s,8 [farda] ‘tomorrow’



Writing Exercise 2.1

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

Ob [nan] ‘bread’; ,Ul [anar] ‘pomegranate’; oyls [darad] ‘he/she/it has’; u,ls [darand] ‘they have’

2.2 The letter ©

-

 J

The letter «w» [be] makes the [b] sound, as in [bad] «sb» ‘wind’. The nim form of this letter is just
the same as the nim form of «(», except that the dot is in a different place. The dot is part of the
letter, and needs to be learned as such. There are several more letters that look the same, aside from
the number and placement of the dots.

In a few words, «u» at the end of a word is pronounced [w] in informal speech. This is the case
in the example [aw] «I» ‘water’ below. While reading, it is considered correct to read the word as
it is written: [ab].

Write the «u» starting above the baseline, and going down and to the left. In writing the pur
form the bowl can extend beyond the bottom of the line; the examples below are somewhat ‘angular’,
which is fine for beginners, but not as beautiful as the true form.

N d

o



» Full oo Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

[ A .

L 3 L

Listening Exercise 2.2

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «u»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening

2.2.mp3.
ol e 1 LL ¢ S o
o [band] ‘dam’; olswsl [entexab] ‘choice’s zo [subh] ‘morning’; LL [baba] ‘uncle’; g, [beraw] ‘go!’; i [fab]

‘night’; oI [ab] ‘water’

Writing Exercise 2.2

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

LL [baba] ‘uncle’; uu [band] ‘dam’; o [baber] ‘tiger’



2.3 The letter ¢ pronounced as [w]

3

The letter «g» can make the [w] sound, as in the name [wahed] «J=lg» ‘Wahed’. This letter starts
at the baseline, makes a small clockwise circle above the baseline, and then continues below the
baseline to make the tail. It is a non-connecting letter.

1
«g» is also the most frequent word in written Dari. It is the formal version of the word ‘and’, pro-
nounced [wa].

Final/Medial Initial/Isolated

S 3

Listening Exercise 2.3

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «g»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
2.3.mp3.

S o S oliasg S guw d=lg Jsl
Jol [awal] “first’; a=lg [wahed] ‘Wahed’; slgw [sawad] ‘literacy’; (a9 [wed3dan] ‘conscience’; g8 [qawi] ‘strong’;
pow [sewum] ‘third’; 5 [wa] ‘and’
Writing Exercise 2.3

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

B R R R R S N S S A S e

CE S

N N N e e

¢ [naw] ‘new’; (g [rawan] ‘send’

10



2.4 The letter e

The letter «» [mim] makes the [m] sound, as in [mama] «kl» ‘maternal uncle’. A connecting
letter, «s»’s isolated form is fairly different from the other forms.

» Full’ oo ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

P~ s

You will see in the written model (below) that the basic handwritten form does not include these
nuances. The handwritten form is produced in a single stroke, making the circle in a clockwise
direction. The circle is always written below the baseline in the handwritten form, to distinguish it
from other letters that would otherwise look similar.

Listening Exercise 2.4

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «e»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
2.4 .mp3.

R o5 s oo 20 T Ses

OSwws [mumken] ‘possible’s f‘ )] [aram] ‘peaceful’; o0 [mim] ‘meem’; Ll [mama] ‘uncle’; (Lo [mijan] ‘middle’; o3
[samar] ‘harvest’; ,«S [kamar] ‘waist’

Writing Exercise 2.4

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

11



lole [mama] ‘uncle’; w3 [nambar] ‘number’; ft’ [nam] ‘name’

2.5 Thely [rA] marker

This section introduces the first difference between spoken and written Dari. The «l,» marker is used
to mark specific direct objects in Dari. The direct object of the sentence is the noun that receives the
action of the verb. For instance, in the sentence “The girl brought the ball,” the direct object is “the
ball.” The «/,» marker is used if the direct object is a specific object—something known both to the
person talking and the person listening. Consider the contrast below.

(D duxtar top awurd.

“The girl brought a ball.”
(2) duxtar top-a awurd.

“The girl brought the ball.”

In this case the «|;» marker is realized as [a], because it is following a word that ends in a consonant
([topD). If a word ends in a vowel, then in the spoken language the «/,» marker is pronounced [ra]:

3 duxtar bara-ra awurd.
“The girl brought the lamb.”

In formal speech, «l)» is always pronounced [ra]. (Note the change in the vowel from [a] to [A].)
The «ly» marker is always written as a separate word. This may be different from how you think of
the spoken language. The sentences above become:!

4) .91 ST RSE
(5) oyl g s
(6) .J)gT Iy op o

2.6 Numbers, and digits 0-4

In printed text it is not uncommon to see Western digits used to represent numbers. But Dari has
its own set of digits as well. And in addition, Arabic has its own set of digits too, and these show

!Not all of the letters in these examples have been introduced. If you can’t figure out which word is which, knowing
the pronunciation, ask your teacher to help you. Focus on the word «ly».

12



up in Dari texts as well.? It is important to be able to recognize these, but you should only use the
Dari digits in your own writing. (Fortunately, the Arabic digits differ from the Dari digits for a few
numbers.) The digits 0-4 are introduced in the table below; the digits 5-9 are introduced in the next
chapter.

Latin-based Dari Arabic Mnemonic

looks like a 1
has two strokes
has three strokes

(7)

A WNHHO
- t T — -

3

In the table above, only the digit four has a different shape in Arabic. (Unfortunately it looks like a
3.

Whichever set of digits is used, Dari numbers are always written left-to-right (like English letters
and numbers), not right-to-left (like Dari letters). Therefore the number 201 is written Y+\. The
number FY is 431.

There are writing practice exercises below. For the number ), the pen starts at the baseline and
moves up; this is probably opposite of your intuition from writing the number 1. In writing the
numbers Y, ¥, and ¥, on the other hand, you begin at the top.

LM E

Writing Exercise 2.6

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

Fr rryrrrrrrrrrrrreFrEFr

IS N o N o o N o N S N N N A N A A

| N R S N R N N S G R N N R G R S

2License plates, for instance, use the Arabic digits instead of the Dari digits.

13



2.7 Vowel Markers

In the last chapter it was observed that in a word like «3y5», no vowels are written. Dari does,
however, have a set of vowel markers borrowed from Arabic. These markers can be used to represent
the formal pronunciation of a word; they are used throughout the Let’s Become Literate oslgs> Ju3lo»
«@e29 series to help new readers. There are three vowel markers to learn. (The names of the markers
use letters you haven’t learned yet; you don’t need to pay attention to them.)

The [zabar] «,j» is the marker that makes the [a] sound, as in [dard] «s)3» ‘pain’. The marker
always sits above the letter that it follows.2 Below, it sits above the first «>». In Dari, it is said that
the first «>» [zabar dara] ‘has a zabar’.

8) J)S

The [zer] «,)» is the marker that makes the [¢] sound, as below in the word [nader] «,sU» ‘rare’.
© O b

The [pef] «jiw» is the marker that makes the [u] sound, as in [murd] «>,e» ‘he/she/it died’.

s
(10) bj.c

As noted above, the Let’s Become Literate «ss9é 045ls> u3lo» books use these vowel markers to help
new students. They rarely occur in print, however, and are never used e.g., to represent the pronun-
ciation of an entire sentence.* So why learn the vowel markers?

One reason is that the vowel markers are theoretically present, even if they’re not written. So if
you’re speaking about pronunciation with someone who isn’t familiar with phonetic transcription,
that person is likely to talk about the [zer o zabar].

Thinking about the vowel markers can also help you to understand spelling rules. The approach
of this workbook is to say that «l» sometimes makes the [a] sound at the beginning of a word, and
sometimes the [u] sound, and sometimes the [¢] sound. Perhaps it’s more helpful, though, to think
about these as «», «)», and d». In later chapters we’ll also learn about letters that are silent at the
end of words; perhaps it’s helpful to think of those letters as existing so that there can be a [zabar].

While it is therefore a good idea to be familiar with the vowel markers, it is important not to
depend upon them. When you’re reading normal text, you need your brain to be able to see «3yo»
and come up with [dard]. Being able to figure out the pronunciation of «>y>» using the vowel markers
isn’t really relevant to reading. That is the reason that the vowel markers are not used in this book.

®Incidentally, these markers never occur on the last letter of a word. If a word ends in one of these sounds, it is spelled
differently; this is covered in later chapters.

“These letters are occasionally used by careful authors when a word might be ambiguous without vowel markers. They
can also be used to represent the proper pronunciation of an unfamiliar word, for instance a proper noun.

14



Chapter 3

Lesson Three

This lesson introduces:

« the four letters «_w» [sin], «&» [te], «9» [waw] (when it makes the [u] sound), and «g» [ja]
(when it makes the [e] sound)

+ the written form of the verb prefix [mi] «_.e»

+ the written forms of the personal endings of verbs

3.1 The letter

O

«w» [sin] is the letter usually used to make the [s] sound. It is written with three [dandan] «(las»
‘teeth’. In learning to recognize this letter, it is tempting to pay attention to the large swash at the
end of the letter in the isolated form, but it is better to attend to the shape of the teeth: these show
up at every position in the word.

The nim form of «uw» can easily become confused with the nim forms of two other letters we’ve
encountered, «{» and «u». It is a matter of practice and repetition to be able to pull the letters apart
in words like [sunat] «Cuw» ‘tradition’ and [sabz] «j.w» ‘green’.

» Full’ oo Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

Qvuu.w..w

To write «_w», start slightly above the baseline and make two teeth, and then a large final swash.

(S

Listening Exercise 3.1

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
3.1.mp3.

0”5)45 L,wLu,o U‘J oew M )I ) S dw

o

dw [se] ‘three’; .S [kas] ‘someone’; Lo [besjar] ‘very’; «w.o [basta] ‘bundle’; (Juaiww [sandali] ‘sandali’; _wlew
[sijasi] ‘politics’; w99 [wiros] ‘virus’

15



Writing Exercise 3.1

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

—eo——c———0—C—Co—0o 000000

— P e ) e ) g e ) ) e ) g

s [sar] ‘head’; wy> [dars] ‘lesson’

3.2 The letter &

*

-

«O» [te] is the letter usually used to make the [t] sound, as in [tar] «5» ‘wet’. This letter has the
same bowl shape of the letter «w», the difference being that two dots are written above the bowl
instead of one dot below. Refer to Section 2.2 on pg. 8 for how to draw the letter.

» Full o0 Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

Pes *

O S X3

16



Listening Exercise 3.2

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «&»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
3.2.mp3.

Ju3 [tanbal] ‘lazy’; <&tS [kesafat] ‘filth’; 45 [tanur] ‘tandoor’; 4w [basta] ‘bundle’; o [tabar] ‘axe’; Jw [matal]

‘proverb’; s [dast] ‘hand’

Writing Exercise 3.2

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

Cwo [dast] ‘hand’; o [tabar] ‘axe’

3.3 The letter ¢ pronounced as [u]

3

17



Previously we learned that the letter «9» [waw] can be pronounced [w]. In this lesson we learn
that it can also be pronounced [u], as in [sud] «>qw» ‘interest’. When a «g¢» occurs in the middle of
the word, it could either be a [u], as in [sud] «>¢w» ‘interest’, or it could be a [w] with surrounding
vowels, as in [sewum] «pgw» ‘third’. You have to know the word to know which sound the letter is
making.

When the [u] sound occurs at the beginning of a word, it is written «gl». For instance, the 3rd
person singular pronoun (he/she/it) [u] is written «gl». Therefore, if you see a «g» at the beginning
of a word, it must be making the [w] sound: otherwise, it would have started with an «».

Refer to Section 2.3 on pg. 10 for how to draw the letter.

Final/Medial Initial/Isolated

S 3

Listening Exercise 3.3

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «g»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
3.3.mp3.

W)ﬂ 9 o9 daw gl ovgals ldge Sgw

>« [sud] ‘interest’; ,lLigo [hufjar] ‘savvy’; _igels [xamuf] ‘quiet’; dewe [pusid] ‘it rotted’; g [bud] ‘was’; sl [u]
‘he/she/it’; el [urfalim] ‘Jerusalem’

Writing Exercise 3.3

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

B R N N N A A E S E N E S A S e

oo oo oo oo oo oo oo oo oo oo

Sgw [sud] ‘interest’; g [but] ‘shoe’

18



3.4 The letter ¢ pronounced as [e]

S

The letter «¢» [ja] makes several sounds, one of which is the [e] sound, as in [seb] «_w.» ‘apple’.
«¢» can have this pronunciation when it occurs in the middle of a word.

The nim form of «g» is similar to the nim forms of «» and «g». The nim forms of «g» are written
with two side-by-side dots underneath the main stroke, but these dots are not used in the pur forms.!
Note that the isolated form of «¢» sits higher (relative to the baseline) than does the final form.

» Full’ e ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial
S & 4+ 2

«g» is written with a single stroke, starting above the baseline, as shown below.

1

“

Listening Exercise 3.4

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «g»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
3.4 .mp3.

-

uw [seb] ‘apple’; Sy [reg] ‘sand’; Jww [sel] ‘flood’; &« [mex] ‘nail’; Cewgd [nest] ‘is not’;  (WMS [gelas] ‘cherry’;
Jw [bel] ‘shovel’

Writing Exercise 3.4

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

S S S S S S S S S S S S S S S

c O O O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 &0 &0 o ©

'In typeset text the two dots are sometimes seen there as well, but this is not correct.
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—uw [seb] ‘apple’; wus [nest] ‘is not’

3.5 Verb inflection in the written system

3.5.1 The -~ marker

The «_»» marker is pronounced [mi] or [me], and is prefixed to present tense forms, and to past
continuous forms. For instance, [ma mebarem] «w»» L» ‘we are carrying’; [ma meburdem] Lo»
«@d i~ ‘We were carrying’.

In proper written form, the «_»» marker does not connect to the stem of the word; there is also no
space between it and the stem of the word. As it happens, it takes a bit of intentionality in typesetting
to get this just right. Consequently, it’s more common in typeset text either to see the «_»» marker
connected to the stem, as in «payn Lov, o1 else to see it completely separated from the stem with a
space, as in «e2,3 (o b,

3.5.2 Personal endings

Formal and written Dari uses slightly different verb endings from informal Dari. The table below
shows personal inflections for past tense verbs (illustrated with the verb [amadan] «3Jsl» ‘to come’).
The table also illustrates two pronouns that are different in the formal language. The ‘I’ pronoun
has a final [n]: [man] «;e». The ‘they’ pronoun is [anha] «lgl»; since there is an unfamiliar letter in
«la3» you don’t need to focus on it now.

English Spoken Written Written Pronunciation
I came ma amadum el o man amadam
you (singular/informal) came tu amadi Gl g3 tu amadi
1) he/she/it came u amad el 9l u amad
we came ma Amadem G.W»MT Lk maA amadem
you (plural/formal) came fuma amaden Wl ks fuma amaded
they came una amadan Wl ] Anha amadand

The pronunciation differences in formal speech are:

¢ In the ‘T form the suffix is [am] rather than [um]. (This is only a pronunciation difference,
since neither [a] nor [u] is written.)

* In the ‘you pl.” form the suffix is [ed] rather than [en].

+ In the ‘they’ form the suffix is [and] instead of [an].

20



In the present tense the changes are the same, with the addition that the ‘he/she/it’ form always ends
in a [d] in formal speech.

English Spoken Written Written Pronunciation
I am coming ma mijajum ®ke (o man mijajam
you (singular/informal) are coming tu mijaji e o8 tu mijaji
(2) he/she/it is coming u mijaja Lle 9l u mijajad
we are coming ma mijajem exle Lo ma mijajem
you (plural/formal) are coming fuma mijajen  Jwle ki fuma mijajed
they are coming una mijajan  Jole L3l anha mijajand

3.6 Digits 5-9

The table below illustrates the remaining digits, 5-9. Both five and six have alternate Arabic forms.

Latin-based Dari Arabic Mnemonic

0

(3) 1

looks like the ‘v’ in ‘seven’

O 0N O Ul
L > < 0 o

looks like a 9

Now that you have learned the numbers, you can practice reading numbers on signs and documents.
(License plates in Afghanistan are also helpful for practice, since they are written in Dari and English
numbers; but the Arabic variants are always used.)

Writing Exercise 3.6

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

-7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 71 7 77777

VNV V V V VVVVVVVVNVNVVVVN\N
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Chapter 4

Lesson Four

This lesson introduces:

« the four letters «» [ze], «I» [kaf], «g» [ja] (when it makes the [i] sound), and «o» [he] (when
it makes the [a] or [¢] sound)

+ the written form of several prepositions

 the written form of the ezafe marker

4.1 The letter ;

L 4

J

The letter «)» makes the [z] sound, as in [zard] «5)» ‘yellow’. «j» is distinguished from «,» by
the dot placed above the stroke. As with other dotted letters, when you write you should write out
everything but the dots, and then go back to write the dots afterwards. Refer to Section 1.2 on pg. 2
for how to draw the letter.

Final/Medial Initial/Isolated

5 J

Listening Exercise 4.1

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «j»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
4.1.mp3.

Sy NERPS W by gl S om0

Owe) [zamin] ‘ground’;  3S,s [markaz] ‘center’; .l [afpazi] ‘cookery’; sbj [zijad] ‘a lot’; s [mezanam] ‘T hit’;
318 [felez] ‘metal’; o) [zard] ‘yellow’

Writing Exercise 4.1

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.
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I J J J T J T F T J T 7

J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J J

Set et Ne: et Ner et Ner et Ve Ser Ne: N

s [sabz] ‘green’; s9) [zud] ‘fast’

4.2 The letter ¢

é

The letter «¢» [kaf] makes the [k], as in [kofta] «4w4S» ‘kofta’. As can be seen in the chart(s)
below, there are two ways to write the nim forms. The upper chart shows the “correct” (but less
frequent) shapes, where the nim forms are different from the pur forms. The lower chart shows the
more commonly encountered shapes, where the nim form looks much more like the pur form. Either
way the letter is written, the pronunciation is always [k].

» Full’ oo ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial
g ¢ S S

In writing the «S», first draw the more vertical line (1), and then go back and add the line that points

backward at the end (2), as if it were a dot.
24
ii

-—

» Full e Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

S S X S
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Listening Exercise 4.2

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «S»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
4.2 .mp3.

LS Sl S S S e Sl

dJyw [sarak] ‘street’; uSe [maktab] ‘school’; ,Sé [fekr] ‘thought’; W [mekunam] T do’; o [ke] ‘that’; &b [jak]
‘one’; LIS [kabul] ‘Kabul’

Writing Exercise 4.2

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

Jb [nak] ‘pear’; 1,5 [tekrar] ‘repeat’
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4.3 The letter ¢ pronounced as [i]

S

Previously we saw that «¢» can make the [e] sound (Section 3.4 on pg. 19). The letter «¢» can
also make the [i] sound, as in the word [manfi] «_4w» ‘negative’. The shape of the letter is identical;
you simply need to know the word to know how to pronounce it. Refer to Section 3.4 on pg. 19 for
how to draw the letter.

Previously we learned that the vowel letter «9» can make either the [w] sound or the [u] sound.
When «9» makes the [u] sound at the beginning of a word it is written «gl». We follow the same
convention with «g»: when «¢» makes the sound [i] at the beginning of a word it is written «gl». (In
Section 5.2 we will see that «¢» would otherwise make the [j] sound.)

» Full’ e ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

S & <+ 2

Listening Exercise 4.3

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «g»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
4.3.mp3.

o) o & L) Sulso Ol ! ods

o«dsy [pulis] ‘police’; oIyl [iran] ‘Tran’; gyl [nad3ari] ‘carpentry’; ol [zijad] ‘alot’; S [ki] ‘who’; .o [salib]
‘cross’; ol [in] ‘this’

Writing Exercise 4.3

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

ettt T

o [in] ‘this’;  obj [zijad] ‘alot’; S [ki] ‘who’
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4.4 The letter ¢ pronounced as [a] or [¢] at the ends of words

O

The letter «o» [he] can make the [a] or [¢] sound at the end of a word, as in [bara] «s,» ‘lamb’
or [se] «dw» ‘three’. As a connecting letter, there are four variants shown in the chart below. Since
this section covers only the pronunciation of the word at the end of the word, you need only pay
attention to the final and isolated forms.

» Full e ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

6 4 45 B

In writing isolated «o», the circle should start from the top and go around clockwise—not counter-
clockwise, as you would do in writing in Latin script. In writing the final form, there are two options.
In the first option (the middle option below), the stroke goes from the baseline up, and then makes
the small loop at the top. (Note that the typeset form has a somewhat more calligraphic form than
what is shown in the writing exercises below; it is not necessary to reproduce this detail at first.) The
simpler form (the rightmost below) is just a little squiggle at the end of the line.! You can practice
both and decide which you like best.

()i QU A

Listening Exercise 4.4

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «o»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
4.4 .mp3.

0y A 03y B 03y S yu a5

&S [teka] ‘cloth’; oS, [serka] ‘vinegar’; odiy [parenda] ‘bird’; « [ba] ‘to’; o3 52 [parda] ‘curtain’; 4w [fifa] ‘glass’;
o, [bara] ‘lamb’

Writing Exercise 4.4

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 94 4 4 4 494 4 4 94 4 494 494 4 49

!Note that the “squiggle” variant is not printed in Dari. Some other languages that use the Arabic script do have a
typeset version of the squiggle, though.
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A E

4 [ba] ‘to’; «S,w [serka] ‘vinegar’

4.5 Prepositions

The table below provides the written and spoken forms of the most common prepositions in Dari.
The first two listed in the table have formal pronunciations that are different from the informal ones,
but the others have predictable spellings.

English (approx.) Spoken Written Written Pronunciation

‘for’ [bare] sly  [baraje]
‘in’ [da] > [dar]
1) ‘to’ [ba] 4 [ba]
‘from’ [az] 3 [az]
‘with’ [bal L [bal
‘over’ [bar] » [bar]
‘until’ [ta] G [ta]
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4.6 The ezafe marker

[ezafa] «ddlsl» ‘Ezafa’ is the Persian grammatical term for the ubiquitous suffix that is used to join
nouns and adjectives: [but-¢ ma] ‘my shoe’, [seb-¢ surx] ‘red apple’, [tfob-e daraz] ‘long stick’. Gen-
erally this suffix is not written in Dari. You’re able to infer that the ezafe marker is present based on
your knowledge of how Dari works.2

There are three places where the ezafe marker is written. Following «/» and «g», the marker is
written with «g»: «3e gb» ‘my foot’, «g3 g9 ‘your (singular/informal) smell’. If a word ends in «o»,
and the «o» makes a vowel sound, then the marker is written with a small diacritic called a [hamza]:
«OS dzvw» ‘big boy’. If the «o» makes an [h] sound, or no sound—which is described in Section 6.1
on pg. 37—then the [hamza] is not written: «uls 045» ‘tall mountain’.

%You will eventually be able to infer this. A mature reader takes in two or three words at a time, and is thus able to
understand the relations between words. As a beginner it will first be a struggle to first identify «_.w» and then «e», and
then to put them together to mean ‘my apple’. Be patient with yourself.
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Chapter 5

Lesson Five

This lesson introduces:
+ the four letters «o» [pel, «s» [ja]l (when it makes the [j] sound), «y» [fin], and «&» [xe]
« the written forms of the verbs [kardan] «ys,5» ‘to do’ and [fudan] «Haé» ‘to become’

« the written form of perfect aspect

5.1 The letter -

-

*
L J

The letter «»» [pe] always makes the [p] sound, as in [pur] «,» ‘full’. You will recognize the
bowl shape from the letters «» and «o». The difference with «o» is that three dots are written
underneath the letter instead. The three dots are written in a triangle, with the two dots closest to
the baseline.! Refer to Section 2.2 on pg. 8 for how to draw the letter.

» Full’ oo Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

Y & 9

* *
A A

Listening Exercise 5.1

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
5.1.mp3.

3

S . - I T

&5 [tap] ‘pop’; & [pand3] ‘five’; 39uelS [kampjutar] ‘computer’; ole [tfap] ‘print’; ww [sepas] ‘then’s -
[bepufam] ‘T wear (subj.)’; » [pur] “full’

!Both in handwriting and fancy typeset forms—for instance, on the cover of Let’s Become Literate suilg> ailo»
“« ss—there are alternate ways to write the dots, but this is the basic form and should be learned first.
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Writing Exercise 5.1

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

N SN R S E— S — S E— S E— S E— S E— S R— S E— S E— S E— S E— S

owsew [sepas] ‘then’;  ,, [pur] ‘full’

5.2 The letter g pronounced as [j]

S

Previously we encountered the letter «s» [ja] as it made the [e] sound and the [i] sound (Sec-
tion 3.4 on pg. 3.4 and Section 4.3 on pg. 4.3). This letter can also make the consonant sound [j],
as in [jak] «So» ‘one’. When «g» occurs in the middle of a word, you just have to know the word
to be able to pronounce it—just like with «g». If a word begins with a «g», then it begins with the
[j1 sound. If a word begins with the [i] sound, then it it written «gl», as in [in] «ul» ‘this’. Refer to
Section 3.4 on pg. 19 for how to draw the letter.

» Full’ oo Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

S o + 2
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Listening Exercise 5.2

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «g»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
5.2.mp3.

3 LT R ko el Ol 45

- X e

415 [jagana] ‘only’;  ©lwlS [kamjab] ‘succeed’;  wlw [sijasi] ‘politics’; 3Ly [pjaz] ‘onion’; e [jatim] ‘orphan’y LT
[aja] ‘if; S [jak] ‘one’

Writing Exercise 5.2

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

e«b [jatim] ‘orphan’; &G [jak] ‘one’;  ©lslS [kamjab] ‘success’

5.3 The letter

N
*

The letter « i» [{in] always makes the [{] sound, as in [fir] «,.» ‘milk’. This letter is just like
«w», except that it is written with three dots above. Refer to Section 3.1 on pg. 15 for how to draw
the letter.

» Full e Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

:Q :6 :Q :’
w L)J.& e AN

Listening Exercise 5.3

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «_i»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
5.3.mp3.

d“““ ui)m - o S :.S C))“&S ) :.S S &
ows [fafl six’; 948 [kefwar] ‘country’; oS [kafidan] ‘to drag’; iasS [kofef] ‘try’;  Cews [fast] ‘sixty’; a5 [talaf]
‘attempt’; 4ius [fifa] ‘glass’
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Writing Exercise 5.3

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

oo o o oo o o o oo o o oo o o

ois [faf] ‘six’; ¢S [kefwar] ‘country’

5.4 The letter &

C

The letter «» [xe] always makes the [x] sound, as in [xest] «Cwus» ‘he/she/it rose’. Although
in the pur forms this letter has a large ‘tail’, try to focus on the nim form as you learn the letter. Later
on we will encounter the letters «p», «z», and «z», which have the same base shape but different
dots, so pay attention to the single dot above «g».

Sometimes when a word begins with the [x] sound it is written «¢5», for example in the word
[xast] «Cwlgs» ‘he wanted’. In very formal speech this might be pronounced [xwast], but this is not
common.

» Full’ oo Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

c & = =
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«¢» is written with a continuous stroke, going up and to the right (1), angling downward (2), and
then continuing below the baseline to in a counter-clockwise fashion (3).

A

3

When writing the medial form, you’ll start from the baseline, make the hook-shape, and then retrace
the hook backwards, to be in a position to continue to the next letter.

Listening Exercise 5.4

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
5.4 .mp3.

& sl Coigs Teo (S X Cwlss
Cewlgs [xwast] ‘wish’; & [xabar] ‘news’; ¢ [surx] ‘red’; gue [mex] ‘nail’; Cexigs [xufbaxt] ‘fortunate’; L)
[axbar] ‘newspaper’; & [xez] ‘jump’

Writing Exercise 5.4

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

NS S S S S S S S S S S S S
c ccc ccccccccccC CcC

g [mex] ‘nail’; Cwwlgs [xwast] ‘wish’
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5.5 The verbs ‘to do’ and ‘to become’

The verbs meaning ‘to do’ and ‘to become’ are so frequent that they are worth special mention here.
The verb ‘to do’ is pronounced [kadan] in informal speech, but it’s pronounced [kardan] «(s,S» in
written and formal speech; i.e., the written «,» is pronounced. In the present tense the stem is [kun],
as in informal speech; this is predictably written as «3S». The full charts are reviewed below. It may
help to review the verb endings in Section 3.5.2 on pg. 20.

English Spoken Written Written Pronunciation
I did kadum ¢3S kardam
you (sg.) did kadi ©d,S  kardi

(1) he/she/it did kad 5S kard
we did kadem @25 kardem
you (pl.) did kaden Wo,S  karded
they did kadan L9,S  kardand
English Spoken Written Written Pronunciation
I am doing mekunum ¢S mekunam
you (sg.) are doing mekuni =S mekouni

() he/she/it is doing  mekouna LS mekunad
we are doing mekunem 54 mekunem
you (pl.) are doing mekunen S« mekuned
they are doing mekunan LS mekunand

The verb ‘to become’ is [fudan] in both informal and formal speech, and is predictably written as
«adé». The present tense stem has a different form and pronunciation. In informal speech the
stem is [{], as in [mefi] ‘you (sg.) become’. In formal speech the stem is [faw], written «gi»:
[mefawi] «ggiwe» ‘you (sg.) become’.? One word that can be tricky to recognize is [mefawad]
«giua» ‘he/she/it becomes’, since this looks like it might be read [mefud] ‘he/she/it was becoming’;
but [mefud] is written without a «g»: «Jiwo».

English Spoken Written Written Pronunciation
I became fudum pai  fudam
you (sg.) became fudi s fodi
(3) he/she/it became fud & fud
we became fudem s fudem
you (pl.) became fuden Ldd  fuded
they became fudan Lus  fudand
English Spoken Written Written Pronunciation
I am becoming mefom foéuae mefawam
you (sg.) are becoming mefi Syéws Mmefawi
(4) he/she/it is becoming  mefa d¢és mefawad
we are becoming mefem  wgdwe mefawem
you (pl.) are becoming mefen Lgiws mefawed
they are becoming mefan Lgiwes mefawand

%In fact, in informal speech the form [faw] is seen in subjunctive forms, as in [aga manda fawi] “f you (sg.) become
tired’. The formal style just has that form for indicative verbs as well.
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5.6 The perfect aspect

The perfect aspect is used to describe events that are complete, either in the present or the past. In
the informal language the present perfect is similar to the past, except that the stress is on the suffix:
['raf.ti] ‘you (sg.) went’ vs. [raf.'ti] ‘you (sg.) have gone’. In formal speech the form is different: the
participle is written, followed by the personal ending written as a separate word. This is illustrated

below for the verb [raftan] «s)».

English Spoken Written Written Pronunciation
I have gone raf'tem ol w3, rafta 'am
you (sg.) have gone raf'ti ol a8y rafta'i
() he/she/it has gone raf'ta (Cwl) @, rafta
we have gone raf'tem o) ¢, rafta 'em
you (pl.) have gone raf'ten Sl a8y rafta 'ed
they have gone raf'tan Ll 4y rafta 'and

For the third person (he/she/it), the «Cwl» can be omitted—this reflects the spoken form. The
sentence «4:8y gl» translates ‘he has gone’.
Incidentally, the past perfect (or pluperfect) is the same as the spoken form, e.g., [tu rafta budi]

«$og 418y g5» ‘you had gone’.
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Chapter 6

Lesson Six

This lesson introduces:
« the four letters «o» [he] (when it makes the [h] sound), «J» [lam], «” [tfe], and «» [fe]
« the written form of the plural suffix

« the written forms of demonstrative pronouns

6.1 The letter o pronounced as [h]

O

The letter «o» [he] often makes the [h] sound, as in [bahar] «,l» ‘Spring’. In informal Dari, the
[h] sound is usually dropped at the beginning of a word. Therefore there will be a number of words
that you thought began with a vowel, but in fact start with a «o»; for instance, spoken [aft] ‘eight’ is
written «Cie» and pronounced [haft].

The isolated and final forms of this letter were introduced previously. Refer to Section 4.4 on
pg. 27 for how to draw the letter. The initial and medial forms are new. For the initial form, you
start at the top of the circle and continue around clockwise. When the pen returns to the top of the
circle, it drops down through the middle, and continues on to the next word.

«o» has three different possible medial forms. All have the same meaning, only the shape is
different. The most common typeset form is like this: ,lgs. It is also possible that the medial form look
just like an initial form: j\a,. The third form—which is used mostly in handwriting, but sometimes
in typeset text, has a v-shape: \.. This is the form introduced in the handwriting section below.
Making the v-shape is easier than duplicating the typeset medial form. (Though if you wish to try:
starting from the baseline, make a figure-8—clockwise for the top loop, counter-clockwise for the
bottom loop—returning to the baseline again to continue the next letter.)

» ‘Full’ o0 ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

-V V-

Listening Exercise 6.1

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «e»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
6.1.mp3.
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ol oo olew )L.&s.m Jo! Cowtd G_@L;

\uab_ [baham] ‘together’; C.ws [hast] ‘is’; Jel [ahl] ‘origin’; ,Lige [hufjar] ‘savvy’; olw [siah] ‘black’; <.éo [haft]
‘seven’; ,lys [bahar] ‘spring’

Writing Exercise 6.1

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

o o o o o o o o o O O O O O O O OH D

Cewsn [hast] “is’;  ,lys [bahar] ‘spring’

6.2 The letter J

The letter «J» [lam] always makes the [I] sound, as in [kela] «4S» ‘banana’. This very simple
letter is formed with a single vertical stroke, which in the pur forms has a curved tail. Note that
while «J» looks like «» in the nim forms, «J» is a connecting letter and «/» is a non-connecting letter.
If you see a vertical line connecting to a following letter, it is «J»; otherwise it is «/». The pur forms
are clearly distinguished because «J» has a tail and «/» does not.

» Full e ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

J J 1 J

«J» is written with a single stroke, starting at the stop, dropping straight down, and making the hook
in a clockwise direction.
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When «J» is followed by «I», the letters are joined together in a special way to make it look better.
You never just write «Y».! This joined letter (ligature) can be connected to a preceding connecting
letter. An example of the non-connected form is [bala] «Yb» ‘above’; an example of a connected form
is [mulajem] <<¢,_331A» ‘soft’.

To write the non-connected form of the lam-aleph ligature, begin at the top of the «J», drawing
the pen down and to the left (1); the «» is written with a separate stroke (2). For the connected
variant, from the baseline bring the pen straight up for the «J» (1), the down and to the left to the
baseline (2); again the «I» is written with a separate stroke (3).

\)
AL

Listening Exercise 6.2

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «J»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
6.2.mp3.

gt Yl 4 o3V el o Ju

JU [bal] ‘wing’;  ¢)T [Alu] ‘prune’;  go [limo] lime’; o,5YL [balaxera] ‘finally’; IS [kela] ‘banana’; YU [bala] ‘above’;
J5 [nal] ‘pipe’

Writing Exercise 6.2

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

444444444 J 44 JJd

d_—
q—
d—
g —
q—
d—
ad_—
a—
a_—
d—
d—
d—
q—
d—
q—
a—
d—

S N N O Y O O O Y N N A A o A v A

!The one place that this ligature is not used is in the book Let’s Become Literate «Ea5% 0uBles JuSlor.
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VVVVVVVVVVVYVVYVYVYVY

VA A VAV AU A A VA O VA A VA O AV VA

)".'.l y )".‘.l )".'.I )".‘.l )".'.I )".‘.l )".‘.I )".‘.l )".'.I }“—'—l

drdrdr A dC dC QO W dr

3o [limo] ‘lime’;  4IS [kela] ‘banana’; YU [bala] ‘above’;  [mulajem] «eoMe» ‘soft’

*
a

The letter «z» [tfe] always makes the [tf] sound, as in [tfap] «ole» ‘print’. This letter has the
same base shape as «&», except that the dots are different. Refer to Section 5.4 on pg. 33 for how to
draw the letter.

6.3 The letter z

» Full’ oo Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

t" & 3 °?

Listening Exercise 6.3

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «z»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
6.3.mp3.

= =R % douls
S
. Q r 4 4 %
e < . RIS 4 "

¢le [tfap] ‘print’; Sl [tfaplak] ‘sandal’; deuUS [ketabtfa] ‘notebook’; S [petfkaf] ‘screwdriver’; & [lutf] ‘naked’;
7~ [murtf] ‘pepper’; 5. [tfiz] ‘thing’
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Writing Exercise 6.3

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

> > 5> 5> 5 5> 5> 5> 5> > > > 5> > >

& [lutf] ‘naked’; SLe [tfaplak] ‘sandal’

6.4 The letter &

L 4

S

The letter «8» [fe] always makes the [f] sound, as in «_)8» [farsi].

» Full e ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

> - LY >
KL KLk L2 S
To make this letter, begin with the pen on the baseline, and make a clockwise circle, before continuing
on either to the next letter, or to complete the swash for the pur forms.

0
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Listening Exercise 6.4

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «é»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
6.4.mp3.

A6 [kaf] ‘kaf; «45 [nafas] ‘desire’; (uwegé [fahmidan] ‘to understand’; S8 [fekr] ‘thought’; csbS [kesafat] ‘filth’;
S [kasif] ‘dirty’; awo [senf] ‘classroom’

Writing Exercise 6.4

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

L0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 O 0 0

S8 [fekr] ‘thought’; 85 [daftar] ‘office’

6.5 The plural suffix

In informal Dari the plural suffix is [a], as in [seba] ‘apples’. In formal Dari the suffix is [ha] «le»,
e.g., [sebha] «la_.w» ‘apples’. The main difference is that in informal speech, the [h] is dropped
(as it is many other places in Dari). A secondary difference is that in formal speech the plural suffix
never changes the noun it modifies. In informal speech, the last vowel of a stem can delete with the
plural suffix is added: e.g., [batfa] ‘boy’ becomes [bat{a] ‘boys’. This never happens in the formal
language. [batfa] «4zu» ‘boy’ becomes [batfaha] «lad=» ‘boys’.
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As with the «_»» marker, the plural suffix is supposed to be written so that it doesn’t connect
with the word. But again, since that is slightly harder to do on the computer, one does see connected
forms like «lgw». But if the word being pluralized ends in o, then the suffix must not join: «ladeu»,

never «lagou».

_Lm_l._umo_Lm_l_Lm:_LQJ_uJH_Lﬂh_LMJ_LQJ_l“l_LQJ_uJH_

6.6 Demonstrative pronouns

A demonstrative pronoun is a word like ‘this’ or ‘that’, which is used to express nearness or farness
from the speaker. In spoken Dari there is [i] ‘this’, [ina] ‘these’, [u] ‘that’, and [una] ‘those’. These
words have different pronunciations in the written/formal speech, as shown below. For whatever
reason, the correct way to write [ina] «lagul» ‘these’ is with a separate «le», whereas [anha] «lgl»
‘those’ is properly written with a connected «la».

English Spoken Written Written Pronunciation

this i o in
) these u ool inha

that ina S An

those  una ] anha
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Chapter 7

Lesson Seven

This lesson introduces:

« the four letters «@» [dzim], «3S» [gaf], «¢» [yajn], and «o» [he] (when it is unpronounced at
the end of a word)

7.1 The letter z

c

The letter «@» [d3im] always makes the [d3] sound, as in [d3awidan] «(4s9=» ‘to chew’. Its base
shape is the same as the letters «» and «g», which you’ve already learned. Refer to Section 5.4 on
pg. 33 for how to draw the letter.

» Full’ oo ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

e & = =

Listening Exercise 7.1

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «x»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
7.1.mp3.

Sz s &= 2 Slol I 5=

3= [d3vz] ‘aside from’; 9.0 [mad3zbur] ‘obligated’; ojl> [ed3aza] ‘permission’; G [tad3] ‘crown’; = [had3] ‘Hajj’;
wu=c [ad3ib] ‘interesting’; g,=o [hed3ri] ‘Hijra-based date’

Writing Exercise 7.1

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

> > > o> 5> 5> 5> 5> 5> 5> 5> 5> 5> > >
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[ A C 1 pua C [ A C 1 ua C [ A C 1 ua C [ A C

—u=c [ad3ib] ‘interesting’; s« [mad3zbur] ‘obligated’

S

The letter «S» always makes the [g] sound, as in [gand3] «S» ‘treasure’. As you can see, it looks
much like «S», but with an extra line on the top. Unlike «S», there is only one style of writing «S»;
there is nothing that looks like «&». Like «S», you want to draw the vertical line first, and then go

back and add the two backward-pointing lines later, as if they were dots. Refer to Section 4.2 on
pg. 24 for how to draw the letter.

7.2 The letter &

» Full e ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

S & X 3§

Listening Exercise 7.2

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «S»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
7.2.mp3.

33 Sye O 55 Ky S S

S [sag] ‘dog’; Sw [sang] ‘rock’; Sl [agar] ‘if’; 35 [gaz] ‘gas’; &S [guft] ‘said’; S, [marg] ‘death’; S5 [gurg]
‘wolf’
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Writing Exercise 7.2

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

R S P S P S P (R S I O of

SS [gurg] ‘wolf’;  ,SI [agar] ‘if

7.3 The letter §

The letter «¢» [yajn] always makes the [y] sound, as in [yajr az] «}| ,&» ‘apart from’. As can be
seen below, the letter has a fairly distinct shape in each position of the word.!

To write the initial and medial forms, begin above the baseline, making a semicircle in a counter-
clockwise direction—though not quite touching the baseline—and then continue on either to the
swash or the next letter.

LThis is one of the few cases where it makes more sense to talk about the initial, medial, final, and isolated forms, rather
than nim and pur forms.
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For the final form, draw a stroke up from the baseline, and then move it up and right, then coming
down to make a small loop, and then finishing the swash.

In writing the medial form of «§», it is considered good penmanship to have a very angular medial
«¢», which is quite different from the typeset version. Otherwise, would be easy to confuse a medial
«'&» with a medial «».

» Full’ oo Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

-

e & = ¢

Listening Exercise 7.3

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «¢»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
7.3.mp3.

98 gL 2B pSas »E & 25
&S [kayaz] ‘paper’; &5 [tiy] ‘razor’; & [yajr] ‘aside from’; (.Sws [yamgin] ‘sorry’; s [tayir] ‘change’; gL [bay]
‘garden’; 4. [yajor] ‘Ghaiur’

Writing Exercise 7.3

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.
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& [yajr] ‘aside from’;  §l,= [tferay] lamp’; .5 [tayir] ‘change’

7.4 The letter ¢ left unpronounced at the end of a word

O

Previously you have seen that the letter «o» [he] can be pronounced as [h], or at the end of a
word as [a] or [¢] (Section 6.1 on pg.6.1, Section 4.4 on pg. 27). The letter «o» can make the [h]
sound at the end of some words, but it is usually not pronounced, even in careful speech. Refer to
Section 4.4 on pg. 27 for how to draw the letter.

Listening Exercise 7.4

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «o»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
7.4.mp3.

oS oS oS ol ol oS olasly

olasly [padfah] ‘king’; osS [koh] ‘mountain’; ole [tfah] ‘well’; o4 [farah] ‘Farah’; oS [gah] ‘place’; olS [gunah]
‘sin’; olsS [kutah] ‘short’
Writing Exercise 7.4

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

0y 0y T a0 0,0 0y 0,0 0yl 0,0 0, 0,0 00

ol> [tfah] ‘well’; osS [koh] ‘mountain’
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Chapter 8

Lesson Eight

This lesson introduces:

» the four letters «j» [38], «d» [qu], «3» [ZAI], and «ue» [SAd]

8.1 The letter j

N
*

The letter «3» [3¢] always makes the [3] sound, as in [mu3a] «oje» ‘eyelash’. This letter is the
same as «y Or «j», but with three dots over it. Refer to Section 1.2 on pg. 2 for how to draw the
letter.

» Full e ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

N N
R
* o~ *

J 3 5 )

Listening Exercise 8.1

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «j»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
8.1.mp3.

o33 5% 3o/ Y 35 0330 413

4dlj [3ala] ‘hailstones’; o> [mu3da] ‘good news’; 3o [de3] ‘citadel’; @3S [gazdum] ‘scorpion’; 3¢) [luz] ‘luge’; oje
[mu3a] ‘eyelash’; sl3 [ne3ad] ‘phylum/race’

Writing Exercise 8.1

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

JJJ I J J I JFJ J T FJ J J 7
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T J T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T 7
JJJ I J J I FJ J T FJ J T 7
T J J J J JT JT T JT JT T T T T T T T T T T 7

o5« [me3a] ‘eyelash’;

8.2 The letter &

033« [mu3da] ‘good news’

*

S

The letter «&» always makes the [q] sound, as in [gafuq] «&&B» ‘spoon’. This letter looks like a
«b» with two dots, except that in the pur forms, the tail of «3» is rounder than that of «». Otherwise,

the technique for producing «&» is the same.

5 “Full’

o0 Half’

Isolated Final

Medial

Initial

S & &

*

S
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Listening Exercise 8.2

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «3»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
8.2.mp3.

058 4ad Blow  Bgdio R Jas S|

&1 [axlag] ‘morals’;  Jie [aql] ‘intelect’; 248 [qadim] ‘ancient’; $saie [sandoq] ‘chest’; (3i-e [muhaqeq] ‘re-
searcher’; a8 [qesa] ‘story’; (6 [ganun] ‘law’

Writing Exercise 8.2

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

&% [qafuq] ‘spoon’; (M) [axlaq] ‘morals’

8.3 The letter 3

L 4

S

The letter «3» [zal] always makes the [z] sound, as in [kayaz] «icS» ‘paper’. We have already
learned that «)» makes the [z] sound; «3» is less commonly encountered. The shape of «3» is just like
that of «>», except with a dot over the letter. Refer to Section 1.3 on pg. 2 for how to draw the letter.
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Listening Exercise 8.3

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «3»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
8.3.mp3.

e e oI o2d &> iels I3
Ol [zat] ‘essence’; islS [kayaz] ‘paper’; @3 [zam] ‘slander’; (3 [zehen] ‘mind’; O3 [azan] ‘call to prayer’; i
[vzur] ‘defense’; 13¢ [yeza] “food’
Writing Exercise 8.3

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

S W W M W N W T W N W N N N W S W N N N1

3elS [kayaz] ‘paper’; lis [yeza] ‘food’

8.4 The letter

The letter « o» [sad] always makes the [s] sound, as in [sabr] «,wo» ‘patience’. It is a less common
way to write [s] than «e».

» Full’ oo Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

52




To make «_o», begin at the baseline and make the loop clockwise, curving around to touch the
baseline as the loop is closed. To the left of the loop, add a [dandan] «ylass» ‘tooth’, as if writing a
medial «o» or «ue». Writing this tooth helps distinguish an initial or medial «o» from «p».

1

Ot

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «_e»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
8.4 .mp3.

e puaudl  pgase oo Sydo T Al

Listening Exercise 8.4

wads [nugs] ‘harm’; o [subh] ‘morning’; 3ssue [sandoq] ‘chest’; aio [senf] ‘classroom’;  ogase [maxsus] ‘special’;
exeua [tasmim] ‘decision’; .o [sabr] ‘patience’

Writing Exercise 8.4

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

B & A w A AL & AL w AL w AN w AL w AL w AL w AL w AL w

BN & A & A & AR & A & AN 2 & A & A & AR & A w A w

LD LD LD LD Wl Wl L2 L2 L2 LD LD LD LD L2

Cauo [senf] ‘classroom’;  pgases [maxsus] ‘special’
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8.5 Writing adverbs

In Dari there is a typical way to form adverbs, by adding the [an] suffix. For instance, [mutabeq]
‘corresponding’ and [mutabeqan] ‘correspondingly’. There is a special spelling for this in Dari, using
an «»-and-diacritic combination: «». The previously mentioned words are spelled «@slae» ‘corre-
sponding’ and «’La%um» ‘correspondingly’.

Writing Exercise 8.5

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

z z z z z z

T T T e

z z z z z z z z z z

[

logas [xususan] ‘specifically’; Tus [badan] ‘afterwards’
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Chapter 9

Lesson Nine

This lesson introduces:

- the four letters «g» [hel, «o» [zad], «b» [tuj], and «g» [?ajn]

C

The letter «» [he] always makes the [h] sound, as in [hal] «Jl>» ‘health, condition’. This letter
is just like «g», but without any dots. As with any [h], this sound is often not pronounced in informal
speech. Refer to Section 5.4 on pg. 33 for how to draw the letter.

This is the second letter you have learned that is called [he]. This [he] is sometimes called [heje
dzimi] ‘the he that’s like jim’; the other [he] (o) is sometimes called [heje du tfefma] ‘the he with
two eyes’.

9.1 The letter z

» ‘Full’ o ‘Half’
Isolated Final Medial Initial

c & = =

Listening Exercise 9.1

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
9.1.mp3.

(o J= S0 ol Lo M Cuswo

Cuswo [suhbat] ‘talk’; D [salah] ‘weapon’; g [mahbub] ‘beloved’; plyel [ehteram] ‘respect’; Jwew [muhamad]
‘Muhammad’; Jl= [hal] ‘condition’; e [subh] ‘morning’

Writing Exercise 9.1

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

> > 5> 5> 5> 5> 5> > 5> 5> 5> 5> 5> > >
c ¢ C C C C C C C C C C
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Joz [hamal] ‘Hamal’; ply [ehteram] ‘respect’

9.2 The letter »

» Full’ o0 Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

> - > >
L)O ua §rs] 0
The letter «>» [zad] always makes the [z] sound, as in [zed] «u5» ‘opposite’. «o» is less com-

monly found than the other letters you've seen that make the [z] sound, «j» and «3». It is made just
like «o», except with a dot over it. Refer to Section 8.4 on pg. 52 for how to draw the letter.

Listening Exercise 9.2

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «_»»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
9.2.mp3.

o Jad ol O wad Lo oLy

oy [rijazi] ‘mathematics’; .o [zed] ‘opposite’;  ad [fajz] ‘grace’; oo [zemn] ‘interim’; Coles [zamanat] ‘guar-
antee’; Jas [fazl] ‘Fasel’; (ud [zaxim] ‘thick’
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Writing Exercise 9.2

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

V- Y- Y- Y - NV - NV - N - NV - NV - N - TV - Y - N - T - |

Juas [fazl] ‘Fasl’; u.o [zed] ‘opposite’

9.3 The letter b

The letter «b» [tuj] always makes the [t] sound, as in [lutf] «cak)» ‘kindness’. It is a less common
way to write [t] than «&». The loop shape of «b» is the same as in «o», except that there is no tooth
following the letter.

» Full oo Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

b h b b
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To write «}b», draw the vertical stroke downward (1), and then make the loop in a clockwise direction

).
1‘ 2

Listening Exercise 9.3

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «b»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
9.3.mp3.

bt ehiles Y Gb glhe abl, b,

bl [rabat] ligament’; dlasly [rabeta] ‘relationship’; (§:Uae [mutabeq] ‘according’; 8, [taraf] ‘direction’; Jags [faqat]
‘only’; ,shiles [hamantawr] ‘that same way’; ak) [lutf] ‘kindness’

Writing Exercise 9.3

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

L bbb bbb bbbbblblblb

b b bbb b bbbbbbbbhbdb

&lhe [mutabeq] ‘according’; laas [lutf] ‘kindness’
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9.4 The letter ¢

The letter «g» [?ajn] makes the glottal stop [2]. (The glottal stop is the middle sound in the
English word ‘uh-oh’.) In informal Dari the sound is never pronounced, and it is also rare in spoken
Dari. Therefore, like the letters that make the [h] sound, you’ll usually just have to remember when
a word is spelled with an «g». In particular, when a word begins with a vowel sound in spoken Dari,
it is possible that the word begins not with «l» but with «g», as in [aks] « «Se» ‘picture’.

«g» has the same shape as «¢», but with no dot. Refer to Section 7.3 on pg. 46 for how to draw
the letter.

» Full e ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

&&2:—

Listening Exercise 9.4

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «g»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
9.4 .mp3.

gliss =R s e EJER ole ot

e [dzama] ‘collection’; ‘QJ.C [elm] ‘learning’; (3,=e [ma?arefi] ‘introduction’; .Se [aks] ‘picture’; s« [id] ‘Eid’;
= [ma?na] ‘meaning’; ¢li=s [na?ana] ‘mint’

Writing Exercise 9.4

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

[ S G G G G G G G G G G G G @

[ G G G G G Gl G G G Gl G G Gl Gl G Gl G
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oSs [aks] ‘picture’; gli=s [na?ana] ‘mint’
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Chapter 10

Lesson Ten

This lesson introduces:
« the three letters «b» [zuj], «&» [se], and «5» [hamza]

« the ligature «Y»

10.1 The letter b

The letter «J5» [zuj] always makes the [z] sound, as in [zalem] «PJLE» ‘cruel’. Of the four ways
that [z] can be written («j», «3», «y2», and now «b»), «b» is the least frequently encountered.

The letter is written just like «Jb», but with a dot over it. Refer to Section 9.3 on pg. 57 for how
to draw the letter.

» Full’ o ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

b b h b

Listening Exercise 10.1

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «\»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
10.1.mp3.

U3 Lo s Lol Lado N[ Sl

Oleb) [ezhar] ‘testimony’; GJU& [zalem] ‘cruel’; Jris [hefz] ‘protect’; ,als [zaher] ‘manifest’; ks [nazar] ‘opinion’;
bl [lehaz] ‘perspective’; &,Uss [nazarat] ‘control’

Writing Exercise 10.1

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.
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b [nazar] ‘opinion’; GJLB [zalem] ‘cruel’

10.2 The letter &

N
*

The letter «&» [se] always makes the [s] sound, as in [sabet] «Col» ‘stable’. This letter is just like
the «u»-shaped letters you have learned, but with three dots on top. Refer to Section 2.2 on pg. 8
for how to draw the letter. This is the least frequently encountered letter that makes the [s] sound
(after «w» and «o”).

» Full’ o0 ‘Half’

Isolated Final Medial Initial

s o
NS o
*

L:J — « 3

Listening Exercise 10.2

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «&»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
10.2.mp3.

L) Cols oS S0 S Cus Cats

CoLS [kesafat] “filth’;  Cus [hajs] ‘role’; &Ll [esbat] ‘vindication’; & [nasr] ‘prose’; adS [kasif] ‘dirty’; <ol [sabet]
‘stable’; &Ul [enas] ‘female’
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Writing Exercise 10.2

Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

CALS [kesafat] “filth’; 3 [asar] ‘effect’

10.3 The letter 3

S

Jd

The letter ««» [hamza] is a special letter that is not often seen. It makes the [j] sound in informal
speech, or the glottal stop [2] in formal speech. It is written as a diacritic either over a «u»-like base
or a «g». Since it’s easier to type «g» than «¢», and easier to type «g» than «§», you often see those
letters substituted in text.

Final/Medial Initial/Isolated
e s

A B)
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Listening Exercise 10.3

Listen to and repeat each of the words below, paying special attention to «5»: both its pronunciation
and its shape in different positions. The accompanying audio file for this exercise is Listening
10.3.mp3.

Wi o Jsee Gl sl

&Slo [bija?ed] ‘come!’;  J3Ulgs [tawana?i] ‘ability’; Jgiwe [mas?ul] ‘amenable’; al§s [muralef] ‘author’

Writing Exercise 10.3
Trace the letters below, and then create your own copies on the blank line that follows.

[ [ [ [ [ [ s [ [

&3lo [bija?ed] ‘come!’;  Jgiwe [mas?ul] ‘amenable’
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Chapter 11

Conclusion

You’ve now been introduced to each of the letters of the Dari alphabet: their written forms and their
pronunciations. You'’ve also been introduced to specific forms such as the endings of verbs, pronouns,
and prepositions. These words tend to be the more different from the spoken forms because they are
more frequently encountered. Though it seems like there are a lot of differences, the differences are
in fact simply concentrated in these words. The common verbs and prepositions that were introduced
specially will make up just over a quarter of the words you will read in a typical text.

At this stage, reading will mean first identifying the letters of a word, and then figuring out what
word those letters spell. This is appropriate for a beginning level, but a mature reader identifies
words by sight, e.g., perceiving the entire word «_.w» at once, rather than having to pull apart the
letters «», «g», and «w». This will begin to happen automatically with practice. As it does, reading
will become more enjoyable and less tedious.

With consistent practice, you will almost certainly master the mechanics of reading within six
months. Thereafter, the primary challenge will be learning new vocabulary. Reading is an excellent
way to learn new vocabulary. It is easy to miss a new word in a stream of spoken text, but much
harder to miss a new word that appears on a printed page.

What should you read after you’ve mastered the primers? You want to begin with easier material
and move on to more difficult material, i.e., to move from known to unknown texts. The following
progression of types of texts (from A guide for expatriates learning to read Dari) can be used as a guide.

Known subject, known text. At the very beginning, it will be most helpful to read translated texts,
since these provide maximum context, thus allowing a focus on the process of decoding rather
than discovering the meaning. These may be stories that are already familiar, or that are
also available in English translation. The IAM Language Orientation Program has a number
of short (1-4 page) fairy and folk tales, which are available in English and written Dari. The
organization Operation Mercy has published abridged translations of several Western classics
(Les Miserables, Tom Sawyer, etc.), which are available for purchase from their Kabul office, and
in bookstores around Kabul. The BBC has published the well-known “BBC books,” the plots of
which can largely be inferred from the pictures; these can be purchased from the BBC’s Kabul
office, or from second-hand bookshops.!

Known subject, unknown text. The next step is to read books about familiar subjects, but in a
unfamiliar text. This is a stage, for instance, in which one might wish to read books about
his/her professional interests. Wikipedia articles written in Persian are also a good resource.?
It is also not difficult to visit a bookshop, mention a topic to the proprietor, and buy a large
number of reasonably priced books pertinent to one’s professional interests. Be aware, however,
that many publications suffer from poor typography and poor spelling, which is very difficult
for new readers. If you pick up a book or magazine and find yourself struggling with that, it’s

'A caution: the BBC books suffer from very poor typography—particularly in the spacing between non-connecting
letters and words—which can make them very hard to read. Some books are also printed with a calligraphic style that is
difficult for readers just learning the shapes of the letters. These are probably not appropriate for first efforts in reading.

http://fa.wikipedia.org/
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best just to drop it; there are plenty of texts around. One difficulty at this stage will be that,
depending on the book, the language might be very elevated, and the use of a dictionary might
therefore be a constant necessity.

Unknown subject, known text. This category covers reading material that is available in Dari and
English, but which addresses subjects that the reader usually does not discuss in Dari, or at all.
This could be any material which can be found in English and Dari translation. The military
propaganda newspaper that usually comes with naan is printed in Dari, Pashto, and English,
for instance.

Unknown subject, unknown text. This final category, of course, covers the rest of the printed ma-
terial in the world. The most straightforward sources for new texts are newspapers, bookshops,
and Afghan or Iranian media available on the internet.
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Appendix A

The Dari Alphabet

This table present the Dari alphabet in alphabetical order.

Dari Name IPA Name Glassman IPA ‘Half” ‘Full’
| alef Aora AOra J J
o be b b 3 (-
e Pe P P TR
O te t t 3 O
&ose S S ki )
@.f..? d3im _] d3 = d
z t_\-S ch tS = &
& xe kh X P &
Jls  dal d d > >
JIS  zal z z 3 S
) I€ r r D) )
3 ze z z 3 3
5 3¢ zh 3 3 3
Oww  SID S S s o
s fin sh ) P o
Sl sad S S © g2
sls  zad z yA ) g
Sk tyj t t b b
Ssb  Zuj z z b )
O«s  ain — — IS &
o« yain gh Y £ d
& fe f f 3 )
BB gaf q q 3 3
G kaf k k S ¥gJS
S5 gaf g g s S
<=§I Iam | 1 J J
o mim m m 2 e
O¢ nun n n 3 R)
9ls  wAw Uorw uorw 9 9
o he Hore hore 2 o
S ja Iory iorj 3 S

5 hamza —or ¢ —or ? 3
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These are some mnemonic devices learning the order of the Dari alphabet.

+ The letters are grouped by their base shape. First comes «l», then the letters shaped like «w»,
then those shaped like «z», then «s», then «,», then «yw», then «», then «b», then «g», then
«b», then «S»; the remaining base shapes have only one letter each.

« Within these subgroups, the first letter of the group is often the unmodified version, with the
following letters being the “decorated” versions: «_w» precedes «i». (This doesn’t hold for the
«o»-group or the «z»-group, however.)

+ The «l»-«w» order is like the Latin a-b order (and like the Greek alpha-beta order, which gives
us the word “alphabet”).

« If you happen to know the term abjad, this can be a mnemonic for the first four letter groups:
«JIoul».

« The «S»-«S »-a«dr-«pr-«»-«g» sequence is like the Latin k-l-m-n-o sequence. («S» intervenes,
but it must since it is the more decorated form of «S».)
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Appendix B

IPA Transcription Guide

The following table explains the symbols of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), as used in this
book. If you type the “technical description” of a sound into a search engine, you will find web sites
that provide audio recordings and pronunciation assistance.

IPA Glassman Technical description Approximate English Equivalent

a a open front unround vowel The vowel in ‘cat’

A A open-mid back unround vowel The vowel in ‘cough’

b b voiced bilabial plosive The first sound in ‘bat’

d d voiced alveolar plosive The first sound in ‘dance’

dz j voiced palato-alveolar affricate The first sound in jump’

€ e open-mid front unround vowel The vowel in ‘bet’

e E close-mid front unround vowel The vowel in ‘bate’ (but not diphthon-

gized)

f f voiceless labiodental fricative The first sound in ‘fat’

g g voiced velar plosive The first sound in ‘get’

Y gh voiced velar fricative Does not exist

h H voiceless glottal fricative The first sound in ‘hat’

i I close front unround vowel The vowel in ‘beet’

j y voiced palatal glide The first sound in ‘yet’

k k voiceless velar plosive The first sound in ‘cap’

| 1 voiced alveolar lateral approximant The first sound in ‘lap’

m m voiced bilabial nasal The first sound in ‘mat’

n n voiced alveolar nasal The first sound in ‘net’

P p voiceless bilabial plosive The first sound in ‘pat’

q q voiceless uvular plosive Does not exist

r r voiced alveolar flap The middle consonant in ‘beady’

S S voiced alveolar fricative (or sibilant)  The first sound in ‘sap’

f sh voiced palato-alveolar fricative (or The first sound in ‘shame’
sibilant)

t t voiceless alveolar stop The first sound in ‘tap’

tf ch voiceless palato-alveolar affricate The first sound in ‘chat’

u U close back round vowel The vowel in ‘booth’

U u near-close near-back round vowel The vowel in ‘book’

w w voiced labiovelar approximant The first sound in ‘want’

X kh voiceless velar fricative Does not exist

z z voiced alveolar fricative The first sound in ‘zap’

3 zh voiced palato-alveolar fricative The last sound in ‘mirage’

? ‘ glottal stop The middle sound in ‘uh-oh’
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Appendix C

List of letters by the sounds they make

a R Section 2.1 on pg. 7
Ot et Section 4.4 on pg. 27
A T e e Section 1.1 on pg. 1
NP Section 2.1 on pg. 7
D Section 2.2 on pg. 8
d O e ettt Section 1.3 on pg. 2
S Section 7.1 on pg. 44
e (G e ettt ettt ettt et e Section 3.4 on pg. 19
€ TP Section 4.4 on pg. 27
Section 6.4 on pg. 41
B S et e Section 7.2 on pg. 45
D < Section 7.3 on pg. 46
L Section 9.1 on pg. 55
O et e e e et e Section 6.1 on pg. 37
i (G ettt ettt e et e e et e Section 4.3 on pg. 26
j 3O Section 10.3 on pg. 63
(G ettt ettt et et e Section 5.2 on pg. 31
R PP Section 4.2 on pg. 24
| U et e Section 6.2 on pg. 38
L T R PR Section 2.4 on pg. 11
n NP Section 1.4 on pg. 4
2 Section 5.1 on pg. 30
o YA Section 8.2 on pg. 50
r 5 Section 1.2 on pg. 2
AP Section 10.2 on pg. 62
¥ @ e oo e e et e e et Section 3.1 on pg. 15
P + e e e e e eaaa et Section 8.4 on pg. 52
9 4 e e e ettt e e et Section 5.3 on pg. 32
t A Section 3.2 on pg. 16
D e Section 9.3 on pg. 57
L T Section 6.3 on pg. 40
u YA Section 3.3 on pg. 17
L3 2 Section 2.3 on pg. 10
b Section 5.4 on pg. 33
z S e e e e it e Section 8.3 on pg. 51
5 SR Section 4.1 on pg. 23
= 2P Section 9.2 on pg. 56
e Section 10.1 on pg. 61
3 e e e e e Section 8.1 on pg. 49
? e e Section 9.4 on pg. 59



Appendix D

Accompanying audio files

Listening 1.1.mp3 (1) vnrniriri ittt Section 1.1, pg. 1
Listening 1.2.mP3 () cuueeetteteetniieiiiiieiiieeeeeeeaaaannneeeeens Section 1.2, pg. 2
Listening 1.3.mP3 (0) cuuueettteeeennnennnaeeeeeeeeaaanananeeeeeens Section 1.3, pg. 3
Listening 1.4.mP3 ((1). e eettttemmmnnnneaeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnananaeeeeeeanns Section 1.4, pg. 4
Listening 2.1.mp3 (1) cuuertiiiiiiii ittt e et Section 2.1, pg. 7
Listening 2.2.mp3 (O) cvuvtinuiiii i Section 2.2, pg. 8
Listening 2.3.mP3 (9) - uueeeeteeeenemannnneeeeeeeeaannnanneeeeeenns Section 2.3, pg. 10
Listening 2.4.mp3 (p)...covvvnniiiiiiiiiiiiii Section 2.4, pg. 11
Listening 3.1.mMP3 () - vveeeeeeeennnennnneeeeeeeeaanaannnneeeeenns Section 3.1, pg. 15
Listening 3.2.mP3 (C0) cevunuttttit ettt tiiiieeeiiieeeaneeennnns Section 3.2, pg. 16
Listening 3.3.mP3 (9) - uueeeeeeeeeettneniineeieeeeeeaaaaannnneeeeeens Section 3.3, pg. 18
Listening 3.4.mP3 () «tvrurrtetnmmutetnneeennneeeennieeeennneeennnns Section 3.4, pg. 19
Listening 4.1.mP3 (3] o uueeetteteettiiiiiiiieiiieeeeeeeaeaaannneeeeens Section 4.1, pg. 23
Listening 4.2.mPp3 () ttunuttttniitteiieeeiieeeniieeeanneeennnns Section 4.2, pg. 24
Listening 4.3.mP3 () - :vvvetrtetttimnniiiiiiiteeeeeaaeannnnneeeeens Section 4.3, pg. 26
Listening 4.4 .mP3 (6) cuuee et ettt eennneeaiaeeetteeeeeeaaaaaaaeeeeens Section 4.4, pg. 27
Listening 5.1.mp3 () «vuenerineninii i Section 5.1, pg. 30
Listening 5.2.mMP3 () - vveeeeeeeemmnmnnnneeeeeeeeeaanaannneeeenns Section 5.2, pg. 31
Listening 5.3.mP3 () e ennrtetinttetinietiiieeeaiieeeaneeennnns Section 5.3, pg. 32
Listening 5.4.mp3 (F).ceuevnerenninii i Section 5.4, pg. 34
Listening 6.1.mP3 (6) . cctuuuutttnnetetineeenneeeenneeeennneeennnns Section 6.1, pg. 37
Listening 6.2.mP3 (). e eeetttteeniiiiiiiii ittt ieaiieeeeeeenn Section 6.2, pg. 39
Listening 6.3.mP3 (@)« vuevnernennenn i Section 6.3, pg. 40
Listening 6.4.mMP3 ((8) o uuutttttttttit ittt ittt eeeeaaaiiaeeeeens Section 6.4, pg. 41
Listening 7.1.mp3 (@) cvuernennenneni i Section 7.1, pg. 44
Listening 7.2.mP3 () tututnttn ettt et ie et e eia e Section 7.2, pg. 45
Listening 7.3.mp3 (§). .. ourniininiiii i Section 7.3, pg. 47
Listening 7.4.mP3 (0) . vvttttttmmnineeeeee et e eeeeeeennnnnaaaaneeeeeennns Section 7.4, pg. 48
Listening 8.1.mP3 (5] cuueeettteennniieiiiii ittt eeeaaaaieeeeeenns Section 8.1, pg. 49
Listening 8.2.mP3 ((8) «tvruurtetnmmueereneeennneeeeaneeeennneeennnns Section 8.2, pg. 50
Listening 8.3.mP3 (3) . uuuutttttt ettt eeeeaaaaniieeeenns Section 8.3, pg. 52
Listening 8.4.mP3 ().t ttuurtetnmuteteneeeninieeennieeeeanneeennnns Section 8.4, pg. 53
Listening 9.1.mp3 (g).cvuevnernenninii i Section 9.1, pg. 55
Listening 9.2.mP3 (0] . v veeeeeeeeeenennnnneeeeeeeeeeeeennnnnneeeeeens Section 9.2, pg. 56
Listening 9.3.mP3 () ¢ tvnunrtttniii ittt aiii e Section 9.3, pg. 57
Listening 9.4.mp3 (§)...ovnrnririri i Section 9.4, pg. 59
Listening 10.1.mp3 (b)) tuuutiiiiiiiiiii it Section 10.1, pg. 61
Listening 10.2.mp3 (G) . tuuutttiiiiiiiii ittt Section 10.2, pg. 62
Listening 10.3.mPp3 (5) ¢ vvtttttmmiiieeeeee et eeeeeennnnnnaaananeeeeeanns Section 10.3, pg. 63
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